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Awareness ThroughMosque Tour (ATMT)
to commence at Wekanda Mosque

The Awareness Through Mosque Tour (ATMT) program spearhe.
by the Centre for Islamic Studi€CIS) will commence fromAugustthis

year, Insha Allah. The pilot project will commence at Wekavidaque,
Slave Island, to be followed by the Red Mosque (Sammankot Mos
also known as Jamiul Alfar in the Pettah area of Colombo and Mas
Abrar, the oldest existing mosque in the island, located in the Marz
area of Beruwala.
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ATMT at WekandaMosque will commence gents andaju kurungwith selendandor ladies
with an Open Mosque Day on a weekly basis will be made available for visitors to ear
(Sunday$ in the mornings X0.06312.00 nooi before they enter the mosque. Free literature
and evenings (4.00 p®00 pm). At a later will also be provided, includingA Brief
stage the mosque should be able to lllustrated Guide to Understanding Islaand
accommodate casual touristsice a pool of Pocket Guide Book on Muhammad

qualified tour guides arained for the purpose,
so that they could be present as and when
needed.

The prospect of twinning Wekanda Mosque
with a well known ATMT Mosque in Malaysia
has ao been discussed so that ideas and
To reflect the traditional Malay culture of the  experiences could be shared between the two
area, batik sarongsand songko headgear for mosques.

Reaching out to those of other faithsAn Islamic Duty

Asiff Hussein, Head of Outreach Centre for Islamic Studies

Reaching out to NeiMuslims to convince them reaching out to Non
of the beauty of Islam is an Islamic duty which  Muslims. What better way,
has been neglected over the past few centuries. | thought to myself, than
This also explains why the Muslim world has  through ATMT. ‘\\

lost its charm and dynamism as well as its good

image, not only in the West, but also elsewhere. This is especially relevan

in this day and age when active promotion of
This is where ATMT, short forAwareness Islam is not possible in certain parts of the
Through Mosque Toursomes in. This unique world such as ours due to various social and
program helps NoMuslims better understand political reasons. This program involves people
Islam through a tour of a mosque. A well trained coming to us to learn about Islaratmer than
tour guide accompanies the visgoto the our going to them to teach them about Islam. In
mosque where he uses every possible feature of ot her wor ds, it 1s a for
the mosque to explain the beauty of Islam while the beauty of it is many do not even realise
at the same time elaborating on its history and we 6r e promoting our f ait
cultural aspects so that visitors do not feel its in such a subtle way that they get away with a
got anything to do with converting them. At the good impession of Islam and in many cases
end d the tour they are given free Islamic  come back to us to engage with us and take the
literature to take home, which they could read at dialogue further. The result, needless to say, is
leisure. Many have in fact embraced Islam that many embrace Islam, become ambassadors
through this unique program. of it or in the least go away with a very

_ ) _ favourable impression of Islam.
| never realized how powerful this medium was

till 1 agreed to undergo ATMT training in Hgn The CIS welcomes volunteers for the
Kong under the man behind it all, Syed Ali of  program to undergo training and to serve as
Discover Islam, Bahrain. What | experienced tour guides. Pkase e-mail the Head i
changed my life and | decided that | would Outreach, Centre for Islamic Studies at
henceforth devote a good part of my time to Asiffhussein@gmail.com



Mosque Toursi A fulfilling experience by UsamaZaid, ATMT Lead Tour Guide

ATMT is a novel concept in sharing the

They are also impressed with our active mode

message of Islam and | am so pleased to be part of worship with its cycles of standing, bowing

of it. 1 underwent an intensive two week
training in ATMT in Melaka, Malaysia, being
personally trained by the founder of this
fabulous congat, Syed Raziuddin Ali of
Discover Islam, Bahrain.

The training was attended by nationals from
sixteen countries such as Singapore, Maldives,
Estonia, China, Brunei, Poland, Turkey, Egypt,
Kosovo, Albania ,etc. The mosque being the
focal point of Islamicworship, tourists are
attracted to its architecture and varied
influences and are also curious about how
Muslims worship, why they worship, whom
they worship etc .

They tend to be receptive to what we say and
are willing to give an ear during the guided
tour. This is where the faith factor and practices
of islam is also conveyed along with the
mosque details, a very polite and diplomatic
means of conveying the message of Islam.

The tourists who come are usually taken aback
by the serenity of the mosque iitts calm
atmosphere without idols or statues of any.sort

AWV,

and prostrating. Very often you will find their
hearts softening during the tour.

In my experiencen Malaysia | got a chance to
be a guide to an elderly couple from New
Zealand. Guiding them through the mosque, we
came across the Quran which they were curious
about, | explained to them about the Quran in a
very simple manner, especially for what
purpose it had been revealed and | was
pleasantly surprised to see how it moved them.

The gentleman was so touched by the details,
that he hugged me not once but twice before
leaving to share our beautiful message with the
rest of the world. In my opinion the
commandment of Allah in Surah Nahl: Verse
125:

Alnvite (all) to the Way

beautiful preaching, and argue with them in a way that is
better. Truly, your Lord knows best who have strayed
from His Path, and who are

can be effectively implemented througiis
beautiful concept of ATMT
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At the ATMT trainina camp at Melaka. Malavsia with Sved Ali and particinants from all over the worl

of



Sheikh Kamarudin Abdullah Lecture s on Mosque Tours

A lecture series by well known Malaysian scholar Kamarudin Abdullah organized by the CIS was
held on # and 29 February 2014. The highlight of the tour was the programwareness Through
Mosque TourgATMT) held at WekandgummaMosque.

isforic

yallanda Siima

a

o

Malaysian Mosque Tour Guides Visit a grand success

A Workshop on Mosque Tours conducted by the team that spearheaded the concept in Mala
well received by Sri Lankan Muslims and especially the youth.eMeat organized by the Cent
for Islamic Studies (CIS) was held on Saturday) April 2014at First Global Academy.

The team was led by Sister Normah Sulaiman and included Dr.Ghazali Basri, Dr.l
Mohammed, Saleh Hassan, Mohd Nuruddin, Asiah BintialsnZaimi Binti Jani, Zainab Binti
Zainal, Hazizah Binti Ibrahim, Aminah Binti Saleh, Salbiah Binti Noor, Ghazillah Ghazali
Noraidah Binto Kasi m. Sister Nor mah, an e
Mal aysi ads nat i odhylSalemélasspon and sAsiah Biotii Ismail to share t
experiences on mosque tours with the audience while Dr.Basri who served as Chairman o
Outreach Malaysia made a presentatiofiReaching out to Those of other faithster which he was
joined by his wife Dr.Noriah for a Q&A session. 15 volunteers enlisted to undergo traini
Mosque Guideshortly after the sessions.




[ Understanding Islam

What some NonrMuslims said about Islam

fil believe in One God, and Mahomet, an Apostle
of G ohd 8impte and invariable profession
of Islam. The intellectual image of the Deity has
never been degraded by any visible idol; the
honor of the Prophet has never transgressed the
measure of human virtues; and his living
precepts have restrained the dgtate of his
disciples within the bounds of reason and
religion. 0

Edward Gibbon and Simon Ockley,Histor of
the Saracan Empires (187D

filt was the first religion that preached
and practiced democracy; forin the
mosque, when the call for prayer is
sounded and worshippers are gathered
together, the democracy of Islam is
embodied five times a day when the
peasant and king kneel side by side and
procl ai m: 60God Ialeone i
been struck over andver again by this
indivisible unity of Islam that makes man
instinctively a brother 0

Sarojini Naidu, Ideals oflslam (1918

Sayings about Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him

filt is impossible for anyone who studies the life
and character of the great Prophet of Arabia,
who knows how he taught and how he lived, to
feel anything but reverence for that mighty
Prophet, one of the great messengers of the
Supreme.And although in what | put to you I
shall say many things which may faeniliar to
many, yet | myself feel whenever fread them,

a new way of admiration, a new sense of
reverence for that mighty Arabian teached

Annie Besant, The Life and Teachings
of Muhammad (1932)

fiMuhammad, the inspired man who founded
Islam, was borrabout A.D. 570 into an Arabian
tribe that worshipped idolsOrphaned at birth,

he was always particularly solicitous of the
poor and needy, the widow and the orphan, the
slave and the downtrodderAt twenty he was
already a successful businessman, ambns
became director of camel caravans for a
wealthy widow.

AWhen he reached twerfiye, his employer,
recognizing his merit, proposed marriagéven
though she was fifteen years older, he married
her, and as long as she lived, remained a
devotechusbam 0

ALiIi ke al mo sprophetvbefore
him, Muhammaddught shy of serving as
the transmitter of
own inadequacy. But the angel
c omman d e dSodar asave &now,
Muhammad was unable to read or write,
but he began to diate those inspired
words which would soon revolutionize a
| arge segment of the e
God. ol n al | things M
profoundly practical. When his beloved

son lbrahim died, an eclipse occurred,

and rumor s of Godo:s
condolence quidik arose. Whereupon
Muhammad is said to have announced,

OAn eclipse is alpheno
is foolish to attribute such things to the

death or birth of a humab e i.nAg 6
Muhammaddéds own deat h &
made to deify him, but the man who was

to become his administrative successor

killed the hysteria with one of the noblest
speeches in religious
any among Yyou who worshipped
Muhammad, he is deadut if it is God

you worshipped, He lives foreveb 0

ma j

God

James A. Mi anm e Bhe r , (
Mi sunder st ood Rel i gi or
Digest(May 1955



Humour in the Hadith

A certain old woman came to the Prophet
and requested him to pray to Allah to
make her enter Paradise. The Prophet said,
"O mother of so and sdlo old woman
shall enter paradisé The narrator says
that on hearing this the old woman went
back weeping. The Prophet said to the
people around him to go and tell the old
woman that she would not enter into
Paradise as an old woman (Tirmidhi) He
thenrect ed the QuVWedlyani c
we! We have created those (maidens) by a
creation and have made them virgins,
loving, of equal agé (Tirmidhi)

The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) was
once narrating a story while a Bedouin
was seated ne@neofthe m.
inhabitants of Paradise will ask Allah to
allow him to cultivate the land. Allah will

In the early 1990s, Kristiane Backer became
one of the very first presenters on MTV
Europe. For years she lived and breathed the
international music scene, quickly gaining a
cult following amongst viewers and becoming
a darling of the European press. Rubbing
shoulders with the likes of Mick Jagger,
Bono, Bob Geldof, Jim Kerr and Cat Stevens,
Kristiane was catapulted to the forefront of
popular culture.

Through a fateful meeting with the famous
cricketer Imran Khan, Kristiane was drawn to
a Blamic8vay of life which was dominated
by a love of God. She began to read the Quran
and to study bdess about the Faith and the
more she immersed herself in the world of
Islam, the more she found herself dissatisfied
with her own material life. In 1995, she
decided to become a Muslim which at long

HRt fifed b dpiritudl void in her life. From

MTV to Meca takes the reader on a spiritual
and cultural journey across the globe from

ask him: AAre you nogognig toVshudi9ArabiaNand isHb@d inspire
pleasures you I ike? HeMuWr’n§ahdn§ﬂ@u\éhmsa{ﬁk\ées- But
I |l i ke to cultivate the ndo. The Prophet
added: fAWhen the man (Wil .I b‘e"pe‘rml’f?e‘lg

he) will sow the seeds and the plants will
grow up and get ripe, ready for reaping
and so on till it will be as huge as
mountains within a wink. Allah will then
say to him: O son of Adam, here you are.
Take it and gather the yield; nothing
satisfies yoa . tldanthe Bedouin said:
fiThe man must be either from Quraysh or
an Ansar, for they are farmers, whereas
we are nod . Hearing
smiled (Sahih Bukhari)

BOOK NOTICE
From MTV to Mecca by Kristiane Backer

From MTV to Mecca is the truly inspiring
story of Kristiane Backer, who at the
height o f her career
leading pop culture icons, converted to
Islam.

t hi s,

. KRISTIANE BACKER

TOMECCA

HOW ISLAMINSPIRED MY LIFE

Fronz MTV to Mecca?
From babe to burka
is more like it!'

Bob Geldof



HEART TALK

Program for Youth T A Success story

Heart Talk, a special lecture series for Muslim youth organized by the Centre for Islamic Studies
(CIS) has met with a resounding response from young people, especially students. The program
which has been customized to meet the needs of Muslim youtheinmtidern day context is
undertaken by two renowned scholars of Islam, Sheikh Arkam Nooramith and Sheikh Muiz Bukhary.
The themes have included some interesting topicsTlidekling Fitng Dajjal: Signs of the End of

Time and Love and Romance in the Light slam The lectures are held at the Ahmed Deedat
Auditorium, Centre for Islamic Studies, 15 A, Rohini Road, Wellawatte.

Free Islamic Posters

Islamic Outreach has produced some beautiful, thdygiotvoking posters on Islamic issues covering
thebasi c teachings of Islam, equality in |Islam and
Islam. You may freely download these from the CIS website (www.cisweb.Ik) and print them

Courses we offer

Gents & Ladies Coursedor Ladies
Thafseer Course Arabic Language Course
Wednesday - 6.45 pm ¢ 8.00 pm Tuesday ¢ 10.00 am ¢ 12.00 noon

- . Saturday ¢ 9.30 am ¢ 11.00 am
Qur anic Arabic Course.

Tuesday - 6.45 pm ¢ 8.00 pm Courses for Boys

W SENII ¢Ff1Q tNRINIY ¥

Bl ndiChnstianity Course First Thursday of every month - 4.00 pm ¢ 5.30 pm

Mondays - 6.30 pm ¢ 8.00 pm
Courses for Kids
ElementaryArabic Language Course Understand the @r an in an easy way

Thursday - 5.00 pm ¢ 6.30 pm Mondays & Tuesdays.- 3.00 pm - 5.00 pm



CIS in Action

The Centre for Islamic Studies (CIS) is the pioneering organization ireSkiaLinvolved in promoting
an understanding of Islam among those of other falkhe. CIS also organizes ahr a b i c
Courseby Seyed HassanTafseer Classdsy Sheikh Abdullah Mohideen ardkeart TalkProgram for

youth by SheikhArkam Nooramithand Sheik Muiz BukharyMore recently, the CIS undertook free

di stributi on of Si

nhal

a transl ati ons of

Qur

t he

Universities, Academics and Professionals as well as an informative book on the Life and bfission
our beloved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)as alsccommenced a Janaza Service as part gbitgl
welfare programA CIS Youth Wing was recently inaugurated to cater to the needs of young people.

Br. llyas Haniffg Vice President, CIS presents ®books on

Islam to Ven Maduluwawe Sobitha Thero of Naga Vihara,

Distribution of free rations to deserving people during the

Holy month of Ramazan

VISIT CIS BOOKSHOP
LIFE BEGINS

Sahih | Y- V%

HA)J)J
Muslim

< Jl i
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We have a range of Islamic books, Qur'an translations
and CDs and DVDs of Lectures by famous Islamic Scholars
Open Saturdays to Thursdays 10.00 am- 6.00 pm
Tel:011-2593523, E-mail. cisnews@sltnet.lk

which is held on a weekly basis

The CIS warmly welcomes those who wish to learn mo
about Islam

000 Bemg seedd

THE MEANING OF
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Br.Abdullah Mohideen President,CIS gives a talk on Tafse:



